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ColorTAG Study Recall System supports the development of the Common Core State Standards in
Literature and Informational Text in the areas of:
* Key Ideas and Details dealing with the ability to use prompt questions to identify the main idea and supporting
key details
» Craft and Sturctures dealing with the use of structures, key features, analyzing details in the text
* Integration and Knowledge dealing with identifying details and supportive points in the text using questioning
and content prioritzing strategies
* Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity by providing learners with the confidence to actively engage
in reading activities with purpose
ColorTAG Study Recall System supports the development of the Common Core State Standards in Writing
in the area of:
* Text Types and Purposes
ColorTAG Study Recall System supports the development of the Common Core State Standards in
Speaking and Listening in the areas of:
» Comprehension and Collaboration by using questioning strategies to refer to and identify key evidence in the
text and identifying comments that contribute to the topic
* Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas by gaining the ability to recall facts and relevant details found in the text

The following section presents the alignment of the Common Core State Standards and the ColorTAG Study
Recall System

Reading Standards for Literature K-5

The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor is also
infused through the requirement that students read increasingly complex texts through the grades. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet
each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades.

Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students:
Key Ideas and Details
1 With prompting and support, ask and answer 1. Ask and answer questions about key details ina 1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what,
questions about key details in a text. text. where, when, why, and how to demonstrate

understanding of key details in a text.

2. With prompting and support, retell familiar 2. Retell stories, including key details, and 2. Recount stories, including fables and folktales

stories, including key details. demonstrate understanding of their central from diverse cultures, and determine their central
message or lesson. message, lesson, or moral.
3. With prompting and support, identify characters, 3. Describe characters, settings, and major events in =~ 3. Describe how characters in a story respond to
settings, and major events in a story. a story, using key details. major events and challenges.

Craft and Structure

4. Ask and answer questions about unknown words 4. Identify words and phrases in stories or poems 4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular

in atext. that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses. beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply
rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
5. Recognize common types of texts (e.g., S. Explain major differences between books that tell 5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including
storybooks, poems). stories and books that give information, drawing describing how the beginning introduces the
on a wide reading of a range of text types. story and the ending concludes the action.
Common Core State Standards — Page 11: ltems #1, #2, #4
Reading Standards for Literature K-5
Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students:
Key Ideas and Details
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 1. Refer to details and examples in a text when 1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the explaining what the text says explicitly and when what the text says explicitly and when drawing
text as the basis for the answers. drawing inferences from the text. inferences from the text.

Common Core State Standards - Page 12: ltems #1
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Reading Standards for Informational Text K-5

Kindergartner:

Key Ideas and Details

With prompting and support, ask and answer
questions about key details in a text.

With prompting and support, identify the main
topic and retell key details of a text.

With prompting and support, describe the
connection between two individuals, events,
ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

Craft and Structure

4.

With prompting and support, ask and answer
questions about unknown words in a text.

Identify the front cover, back cover, and title
page of a book.

Name the author and illustrator of a text and
define the role of each in presenting the ideas or
information in a text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10.

With prompting and support, describe the
relationship between illustrations and the text
in which they appear (e.g., what person, place,
thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts).

With prompting and support, identify the
reasons an author gives to support pointsin a
text.

With prompting and support, identify basic
similarities in and differences between two

texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations,
descriptions, or procedures).

Actively engage in group reading activities with
purpose and understanding.

Grade 1 students:

Ask and answer questions about key details ina
text.

Identify the main topic and retell key details of a
text.

Describe the connection between two
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information
in a text.

Ask and answer questions to help determine or
clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a
text.

Know and use various text features (e.g.,
headings, tables of contents, glossaries,
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or
information in a text.

Distinguish between information provided by
pictures or other illustrations and information
provided by the words in a text.

Use the illustrations and details in a text to
describe its key ideas.

Identify the reasons an author gives to support
points in a text.

Identify basic similarities in and differences
between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in
illustrations, descriptions, or procedures).

With prompting and support, read informational
texts appropriately complex for grade 1.

Common Core State Standards — Page 13: Items #1, #2, #5, #8, #10

Reading Standards for Informational Text K-5

Grade 3 students

Key Ideas and Details

1

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the
text as the basis for the answers.

Determine the main idea of a text; recount the
key details and explain how they support the
main idea.

Describe the relationship between a series of
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts,
or steps in technical procedures in a text, using
language that pertains to time, sequence, and
cause/effect.

Craft and Structure

4.

Determine the meaning of general academic
and domain-specific words and phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.

Use text features and search tools (e.g., key
words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information
relevant to a given topic efficiently.

Distinguish their own point of view from that of
the author of a text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7

Use information gained from illustrations (e.g.,
maps, photographs) and the words in a text to
demonstrate understanding of the text (e.q.,

where, when, why, and how key events occur).

Describe the logical connection between
particular sentences and paragraphs in a text
(e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third
in a sequence).

Compare and contrast the most important points
and key details presented in two texts on the
same topic.

Grade 4 student

Refer to details and examples in a text when
explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.

Determine the main idea of a text and explain
how it is supported by key details; summarize the
text.

Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in
a historical, scientific, or technical text, including
what happened and why, based on specific
information in the text.

Determine the meaning of general academic
and domain-specific words or phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology,
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of
events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text
or part of a text.

Compare and contrast a firsthand and
secondhand account of the same event or
topic; describe the differences in focus and the
information provided.

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or
quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams,
time lines, animations, or interactive elements

on Web pages) and explain how the information
contributes to an understanding of the text in
which it appears.

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence
to support particular points in a text.

Integrate information from two texts on the same
topic in order to write or speak about the subject
knowledgeably.

Common Core State Standards — Page 14: Items #1, #2, #5, #7, #8, #9
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Grade 2 students:

Ask and answer such questions as who, what,
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate
understanding of key details in a text.

Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text
as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within
the text.

Describe the connection between a series of
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or
steps in technical procedures in a text.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases ina
text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.

Know and use various text features (e.g.,
captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries,
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key
facts or information in a text efficiently.

Identify the main purpose of a text, including
what the author wants to answer, explain, or
describe.

Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram
showing how a machine works) contribute to and
clarify a text.

Describe how reasons support specific points the
author makes in a text.

Compare and contrast the most important points
presented by two texts on the same topic.

By the end of year, read and comprehend
informational texts, including history/social
studies, science, and technical texts, in the
grades 2-3 text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the
range.

Grade 5 s

ent

Quote accurately from a text when explaining

what the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text.

Determine two or more main ideas of a text and
explain how they are supported by key details;
summarize the text.

Explain the relationships or interactions between
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical
text based on specific information in the text.

Determine the meaning of general academic
and domain-specific words and phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.

Compare and contrast the overall structure
(e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or
information in two or more texts.

Analyze multiple accounts of the same event
or topic, noting important similarities and
differences in the point of view they represent.

Draw on information from multiple print or digital
sources, demonstrating the ability to locate

an answer to a question quickly or to solve a
problem efficiently.

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence
to support particular points in a text, identifying
which reasons and evidence support which
point(s).

Integrate information from several texts on the
same topic in order to write or speak about the
subject knowledgeably.




Speaking and Listening Standards K-5

Grade 3 students
Comprehension and Collaboration

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read
or studied required material; explicitly draw
on that preparation and other information
known about the topic to explore ideas under
discussion.

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion).

c. Ask questions to check understanding of
information presented, stay on topic, and link
their comments to the remarks of others.

d. Explain their own ideas and understanding in
light of the discussion.

2. Determine the main ideas and supporting details
of a text read aloud or information presented in
diverse media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally.

3. Askand answer questions about information from
a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and
detail.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount
an experience with appropriate facts and relevant,
descriptive details, speaking clearly at an
understandable pace.

Grade 4 student

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-

led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts, building on others' ideas and expressing
their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read
or studied required material; explicitly draw
on that preparation and other information
known about the topic to explore ideas under
discussion.

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions to
clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion
and link to the remarks of others.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain
their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and
orally.

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker
provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount
an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details
to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at
an understandable pace.

Common Core State Standards — Page 24: ltems #1 (a, c), #2, #4

Reading Standards for Literature 6-12

1

Gra 5 student

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read
or studied required material; explicitly draw
on that preparation and other information
known about the topic to explore ideas under
discussion.

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and
carry out assigned roles.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions by
making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of
others.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw
conclusions in light of information and
knowledge gained from the discussions.

Summarize a written text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and
orally.

Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by reasons
and evidence.

Report on a topic or text or present an opinion,
sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support
main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace.

The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor is also
infused through the requirement that students read increasingly complex texts through the grades. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet

each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades.

Grade 6 students:
Key Ideas and Details

1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 1.
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text.

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 2,

how it is conveyed through particular details;
provide a summary of the text distinct from

Grade 7 students:

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course of the
text; provide an objective summary of the text.

Grade 8 students:

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to the characters, setting,

personal opinions or judgments.

Common Core State Standards — Page 36: Items #1, #2

Reading Standards for Literature 6-12

and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the former providing

broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity.

Grades 9-10 students: Grades 11-12 students:

Key Ideas and Details

1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is

shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the

text.

Common Core State Standards — Page 38: Items #1, #2

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining
where the text leaves matters uncertain.

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of
the text.

ColorTAG CCSS Alignment
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 6-12

The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity.

Grades 0 students:
Key Ideas and Details
1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining

where the text leaves matters uncertain.

2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development

of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another
details; provide an objective summary of the text. to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.

3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.

Craft and Structure

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author
cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text
language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).

5. Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or claims are developed and refined by 5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or
particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear,
chapter). convincing, and engaging.

6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 6. Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose. particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power,

persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a 7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different
person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to
emphasized in each account. address a question or solve a problem.

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 8. Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S.
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes,

and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.q., The Federalist, presidential
addresses).

Common Core State Standards — Page 39: Items #1, #2, #3, #5, #6, #8

Reading Standards for Informational Text 6-12 m

The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the former providing
broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity.

Grades 9-10 students: ades 11-12 students

Key Ideas and Details

1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining
where the text leaves matters uncertain.

2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development

of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another
details; provide an objective summary of the text. to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.

3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.

Craft and Structure

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author
cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text
language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). (e.9., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).

5. Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or claims are developed and refined by 5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or
particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear,
chapter). convincing, and engaging.

6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 6. Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose. particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power,

persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.q., a 7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different
person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to
emphasized in each account. address a question or solve a problem.

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 8. Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S.
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes,

and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.q., The Federalist, presidential
addresses).

Common Core State Standards — Page 40: ltems #1, #2, #3, #5,#6, #8
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Writing Standards K-5

The following standards for K-5 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications.
Each year in their writing, students should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax to the development
and organization of ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding content and sources. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet
each year's grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. The expected growth in student writing
ability is reflected both in the standards themselves and in the collection of annotated student writing samples in Appendix C.

Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students:

1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the
topic or name the book they are writing about,
state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion,
and provide some sense of closure.

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the
topic or book they are writing about, state an
opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion,
use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to
connect opinion and reasons, and provide a
concluding statement or section.

2. Write informative /explanatory texts in which they 2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which
name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions
and provide some sense of closure. to develop points, and provide a concluding

statement or section.

3. Write narratives in which they recount two or 3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-
more appropriately sequenced events, include elaborated event or short sequence of events,
some details regarding what happened, use include details to describe actions, thoughts,
temporal words to signal event order, and and feelings, use temporal words to signal event
provide some sense of closure. order, and provide a sense of closure.

4. (Begins in grade 3) 4. (Begins in grade 3)

S. With guidance and support from adults, focuson 5. With guidance and support from adults and
a topic, respond to questions and suggestions peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as
from peers, and add details to strengthen writing needed by revising and editing.
as needed.

6. With guidance and support from adults, use a 6. With guidance and support from adults, use a
variety of digital tools to produce and publish variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers. writing, including in collaboration with peers.

7 Participate in shared research and writing 7. Participate in shared research and writing
projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” projects (e.g., read a number of books on a
books on a given topic and use them to write a single topic to produce a report; record science
sequence of instructions). observations).

8. With guidance and support from adults, 8. Recall information from experiences or gather

recall information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to answer a

question.

9. (Begins in grade 4)

10. (Begins in grade 3)

question.

9. (Begins in grade 4)

10. (Begins in grade 3)

Common Core State Standards: ltems — #W.1.1, #W.1.3, #W.1.3; #W.2.1, #W.2.3, #W.1.3

Writing Standards K-5

Grade 3 students:

Text Types and Purposes

1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting

a point of view with reasons.

a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing
about, state an opinion, and create an
organizational structure that lists reasons.
Provide reasons that support the opinion.

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because,
therefore, since, for example) to connect
opinion and reasons.

d. Provide a concluding statement or section.

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic and group related

information together; include illustrations
when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and
details.

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also,
another, and, more, but) to connect ideas
within categories of information.

d. Provide a concluding statement or section.

1

2.

Grade 4 students:

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supportinga 1.

point of view with reasons and information.

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an
opinion, and create an organizational structure
in which related ideas are grouped to support
the writer's purpose.

b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts
and details.

c. Link opinion and reasons using words and
phrases (e.q., for instance, in order to, in
addition).

d. Provide a concluding statement or section
related to the opinion presented.

Write informative /fexplanatory texts to examine a 2.

topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related
information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings),
illustrations, and multimedia when useful to
aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

c. Link ideas within categories of information
using words and phrases (e.g., another, for
example, also, because).

d. Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section
related to the information or explanation
presented.

information from provided sources to answer a

Grade 5 students:

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a

point of view with reasons and information.

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an
opinion, and create an organizational structure
in which ideas are logically grouped to support
the writer’s purpose.

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are
supported by facts and details.

c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases,
and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically).

d. Provide a concluding statement or section
related to the opinion presented.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a

topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general
observation and focus, and group related
information logically; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), illustrations, and multimedia when
useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

c. Linkideas within and across categories of
information using words, phrases, and clauses
(e.g., in contrast, especially).

d. Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section
related to the information or explanation
presented.

Common Core State Standards: ltems —#W.3.1a, #W.3.1b, #W.3.2a, #W.3.2b; #W.4.1a, #W.4.1b, #W.4.2a, #W 4.2b; #W.5.1a, #W 5.1b, #\V.5.2a, #W.5.2b
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Writing Standards 6-12

The following standards for grades 6-12 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and
applications. Each year in their writing, students should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax to

the development and organization of ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding content and sources. Students advancing through the grades are
expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. The expected growth
in student writing ability is reflected both in the standards themselves and in the collection of annotated student writing samples in Appendix C.

Grade 6 students:
Text Types and Purposes

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear
reasons and relevant evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons
and evidence clearly.

b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and
relevant evidence, using credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding of the topic
or text.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the
relationships among claim(s) and reasons.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from the argument presented.

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis
of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts,
and information, using strategies such as
definition, classification, comparison/contrast,
and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples.

Grade 7 students:

Write arguments to support claims with clear

reasons and relevant evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and
evidence logically.

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding
of the topic or text.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create
cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), reasons, and evidence.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section

that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a

topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information

through the selection, organization, and analysis

of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what
is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and
information, using strategies such as definition,
classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/
effect; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia
when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples.

1

Grade 8 students:

Write arguments to support claims with clear

reasons and relevant evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and
evidence logically.

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding
of the topic or text.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create
cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of
relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what
is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and
information into broader categories; include
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g.,
charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to
aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen
facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples.

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create

Common Core State Standards: ltems —#W.6.1a, #W.6.1b, #WV.6.2a, #W.6.20; #W.7.1a, #W 7.1b, #W.7.2a, #W.7.2b: #W.8.1a, #W 8.1b, #W.8.2a, #W.8.2b

Grades 9-10 students: Grades 11-12 students:

Text Types and Purposes

1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts,
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each
while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that
anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text,

create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons,

between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the argument presented.

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas,
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to
aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text,

create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or
the significance of the topic).

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts,

using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims,
reasons, and evidence.

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge
level, concerns, values, and possible biases.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s)
and counterclaims.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the argument presented.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas,
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex
ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or
the significance of the topic).
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Speaking and Listening Standards 6-12

The following standards for grades 6-12 offer a focus for instruction in each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills
and applications. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and
understandings mastered in preceding grades.

Grade 6 student

Comprehension and Collaboration

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics,
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or
studied required material; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence on
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on
ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set
specific goals and deadlines, and define
individual roles as needed.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with
elaboration and detail by making comments
that contribute to the topic, text, orissue
under discussion.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and
demonstrate understanding of multiple
perspectives through reflection and
paraphrasing.

References:

Grade 7 student:

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics,
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read

or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe
and reflect on ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track
progress toward specific goals and deadlines,
and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and
respond to others’ questions and comments
with relevant observations and ideas that bring
the discussion back on topic as needed.

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by
others and, when warranted, modify their own
views.

Common Core State Standards — Page 49: ltems #1 (a, ¢,)
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Grade 8 students:

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics,
texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and
expressing their own clearly.

a.

Come to discussions prepared, having read
or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe
and reflect on ideas under discussion.
Follow rules for collegial discussions and
decision-making, track progress toward
specific goals and deadlines, and define
individual roles as needed.

Pose questions that connect the ideas of
several speakers and respond to others’
questions and comments with relevant
evidence, observations, and ideas.

. Acknowledge new information expressed

by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
justify their own views in light of the evidence
presented.

Common Core State Standards: Preparing American’s Students for College and Careers (June, 2012). Web reference:
http://www.corestandards.org/ )




